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On a beautiful grassy five acre campus located within a Phoenix neighborhood there is a chapel,  
activity center, gardens and four identical cottages, each housing 12 people with dementia.  It’s 
Huger Mercy Living Center, a state of the art innovative care program  operated by St. Joseph’s    
Hospital. Residents in each cottage are grouped together based on their activity and functional     
level and live in a  home like setting while always treated with dignity and respect.  

Huger follows an activity based model of care and everyone is encouraged to remain active and   
interact through a number of organized activities. These range from music and art to monthly     
outings, theme weeks, holiday dinners and the annual Fall Festival with students from the nearby 
Orangewood Elementary School.   

CAAA  has  always been a part of Huger’s therapy pet program, so when Activity Coordinator        
Virginia Abel reached out to President Pam Peet to be a part of their Grandparents “Fun Day”, five 
teams spent part of their morning with Huger residents, grandchildren and staff. As you can see 
from these pictures, a good time was had by all. One of the memorable highlights - the entire group 
singing Happy Birthday to Joni’s Golden Retriever David.!  

Huger Mercy Living Center 

L to R - Eileen Yurish & Darla, April Crow & Rachael, Pam Peet & Taka and Rick Reid & Rosie.                              

Not Pictured - Joni Cipollone & David 
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A Social Pet     
Therapy Program  

 

THE COMPANION 
ANIMAL              

ASSOCIATION OF 
ARIZONA, INC. 
P.O. Box 5006 
Scottsdale, AZ. 

85261- 5006 

Phone (602)         
258-3306           

http://www.caaainc.org 

 

    

OUR MISSION 

To enhance the quality 
of lives of people by 

promoting the          
Human/Companion    
Animal Bond and to 

provide support when 
the bond is broken.      

 Vol.  24  -  No. 04 

 

 

Love is a four            
legged word 

http://www.caaainc.org/
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 There are several ways you 
can help CAAA generate      
financial contributions by  

participating with our       
Community  Partners. 

• When you enroll your Fry’s 
VIP card in their           
Community Rewards       
Program   

• Any real estate             
transactions with Richard 
Howell, North & Co. Real 
Estate. Email:         
richard@northandco.com  

• Making United Way   
Agency Pledges using code:         
Companion Animal Assoc             
 of Arizona                 
TIN-94-2908620             

• Intel encourages           
employees to pursue their 
passion to volunteer. The 
Intel Foundation matches 
the  time they volunteer 
with a cash grant through 
the Intel Involved     
Matching Grant Program. 
CAAA is eligible to receive 
these cash grants. 

 

 

 

 

This will be at our same annual venue on             
October 19th:  

Hollis Park in Tempe, 3421 S. Kenneth Place,     
Tempe 85282 (Dorsey Lane & Malibu)   

10:00 a.m. - Noon 

CAAA Board & Pet Therapy Committee, 

Pam, Nancy, Sydni, Mary Anne, Melanie, Eileen, April & Rick 

Fall Volunteer Appreciation Picnic 

CAAA was proud to participate in SRP’s 2024 Power of Pledges         
Boosters campaign.   SRP invited a few organizations to spotlight         
during their employee lunch hour to kick off their annual Boosters     
campaign to raise funds and bring awareness to organizations like ours.   

Pamela Peet and her Bichon Frise Taka and Ray Ritchotte and his        
English Springer Spaniel Blake were very busy promoting pet therapy 
and the benefits our pet therapy teams provide to those they visit.     
Many people had no idea such programs exist, so we hope we increased 
public awareness how pet therapy visits make a 'happy distraction' and 
'enrich lives' to those in senior care facilities. 

Taka, Ray and Blake 

mailto:richard@northandco.com
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Meet David and Wyatt  
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Grooming will not only keep your pet looking good, it can help detect health issues early by limiting 
the risk of infections of the skin and ears. It is an important part of a dog's health and well-being.  
When should you start? It’s never too early. Here are a few tips to get you going: 

Set the Stage Early 

How can you manage to groom a wriggly puppy? Practice sessions of a few minutes each day can 
help it learn to tolerate the process. Gently touching your puppy's ears, face, feet, and body will help 
prepare a puppy for grooming.  

Consider Your Pet's Energy Level When Grooming 

Schedule grooming sessions just before naps or bedtime or after playtime when your puppy is tired 
and not a bundle of energy. 

Keep Sessions Short 

Your puppy may only be able to sit still long enough for you to trim three nails or brush a few teeth 
initially. That’s OK. You can gradually increase the length of grooming sessions. 

Arrange Your Supplies in Advance 

Make sure you have all the supplies you need before you scoop up your puppy for a bath or nail trim. 

Make a Schedule 

Following a schedule can help you ensure that you cover grooming basics. Here is an example:  

• Brush Your Puppy (Daily).  

• Clean Your Puppy's Teeth (Daily)  

• Clean Your Pet's Ears (Weekly)  

• Bathing (Monthly or as                
recommended by your pet's            
veterinarian)  

• Clip Nails (Every two to three 
weeks) 

• Visit the Groomer (As needed) 
Some prefer to let professional 
groomers take over bathing, nail 
trims, and haircuts 

 

Source for this article is Dr. Melanie 
Lowrance’s Small Animal Housecalls 
August newsletter. To read the entire 

article along with links to other sources 
on this topic, click here:  

https://www.smallanimalhousecalls.com/articles/prof_content/980565-august-newsletter-tips-on-grooming-your-new-puppy
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President 

Pamela Peet 

 

Vice President 

Nancy Parker 

 

Secretary 

Sydni Talleri 

 

Treasurer 

Eileen Yurish 

 

Board Members 

Melanie Lowrance  

Mary Anne Reyman 

 

 

 

 Any comments,     

pictures,                  

suggestions, or     

input for  future 

newsletters?                     

Send them  to: 

 Jackie at  

redpath808@gmail.com  

Officers 

&     

board 

members 

Caaa 

2024 

 

mailto:trngptst@cox.net

