
 

 

December 2023 - January 2024 

December 2023  

January 2024    

 

More pictures on the next page 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year, 

but for many, they do not have family or 
close friends to celebrate with during   

the holidays. Many of the residents at   

facilities which CAAA provides services 
fall into this category, so what better 

way to spend Christmas morning than 
having some of our therapy teams 

spreading holiday cheer. Wyatt, Darla 
and Rachael (with their handlers at     

the end of the leash) went to Life Care 
Center of Paradise Valley on Christmas 

morning and delivered gifts and smiles 
to everyone around. The workers and 

residents were beyond thrilled to have 
visitors and this was such a rewarding 

day for everyone. The smiles 
and gratitude from everyone 

we saw were priceless.  

It is   so easy to get caught up in 

the stress and negativity of 
everyday life, but let's all start 

2024 reflecting on the good in 
our lives, and especially the 

good that every single therapy 
team provides to people 

throughout the year. Wishing 

everyone a happy and healthy 
New Year! 

By April Crow  
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A Social Pet     
Therapy Program  

 

THE COMPANION 
ANIMAL              

ASSOCIATION OF 
ARIZONA, INC. 
P.O. Box 5006 
Scottsdale, AZ. 

85261- 5006 

Phone (602)         
258-3306           

http://www.caaainc.org 

 

    

OUR MISSION 

To enhance the quality 
of lives of people by 

promoting the          
Human/Companion    
Animal Bond and to 

provide support when 
the bond is broken.      

 Vol.  23  -  No. 06 

 

 

“My goal in life is to 
be as good of a   
person my dog      

already thinks I am.”               
 Author unknown      

 

http://www.caaainc.org/
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 There are several ways you 
can help CAAA generate      
financial contributions by  

participating with our       
Community  Partners. 

• When you enroll your Fry’s 
VIP card in their           
Community Rewards       
Program   

• Any real estate             
transactions with Richard 
Howell, North & Co. Real 
Estate. Email:         
richard@northandco.com  

• Making United Way   
Agency Pledges using code:         
Companion Animal Assoc             
 of Arizona                 
TIN-94-2908620             

• Intel encourages           
employees to pursue their 
passion to volunteer. The 
Intel Foundation matches 
the  time they volunteer 
with a cash grant through 
the Intel Involved     
Matching Grant Program. 
CAAA is eligible to receive 
these cash grants. 

 

 

 

The best way to think of what your dog needs to travel 
is to start with everything they need for a day at the 
park. Then add everything you can think of that makes 
them happy and comfortable. 

Pub-Approved Packing Checklist 

• Health Certificate 

• Vaccine Records 

• Medications 

• Up to Date Microchip 

• Collar With Accurate ID Info 

• Leash 

• Harness 

• Food 

• Food & Water Bowls 

• Waste Bags 

• Treats 

• Toys 

• Bed 

• A Favorite Blanket 

• Appropriate Weather Gear 

And remember - If you’re driving, dogs can get motion 
sickness just like people. To help, open a window a few 
inches and don’t feed them before a long drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source  the magazine “Inside Your Dog’s Mind” ) 

Puppet all ready to go  

mailto:richard@northandco.com
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Membership renewals 

have been mailed out  

and were due back    

January 31, 2024  

 forms are also        

available on-line at: 

https://

www.caaainc.org/

forms.html 

For our pet therapy 

teams, please  enclose                                                                                       

your 2023 visitation 

log with your                 

renewal forms 

Reminder  -  Renewal Forms 

for 2024 are now due 

https://www.caaainc.org/forms.html
https://www.caaainc.org/forms.html
https://www.caaainc.org/forms.html
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       Do dogs like being social therapy dogs? 

Being a therapy dog gives the dogs a sense of purpose; they like to 
work hard and are rewarded by plenty of affection from the humans 
around them. A lot of therapy dogs are rescue dogs who could've had 
a difficult start in life; they are given the chance to develop their skills 

to incorporate into a loving home. 

 

 

Do social therapy dogs get stressed? 

A new study published in “Applied Animal Behavior         
Science” helps to answer that question. The research,    

considered the work of 26 therapy dogs in pediatric cancer 
wards, found that the dogs weren’t the least bit stressed by 
the work and even expressed joy in doing it. (NOTE: Even 

our dogs can have a bad day so paying attention to their 
“cues” will help tell you when it’s time to go home). 

 

 

 

What makes a good social therapy dog? 

A good therapy dog is a mixture of several important factors, but it 
mainly boils down to personality and training when it comes to these 
empathetic canines. The most important qualities of a therapy dog are 
a calm demeanor, patience, confidence and a love of human contact.  

 

 

 

                                                              
Are there any risk factors for social therapy dogs? 

Safety for the dog and the possibility of patient possessive behaviors (a             
reluctance to part with an animal at the end of  a session) are a few. There may 

be disease transmission concerns also. All of these can be greatly reduced 
through attention to the dog’s behavior and surroundings. Allowing the dog to 
lick patients has been shown to be a risk factor for them acquiring a bacterial 
disease. Licking the nose may be the main factor in a possible transmission,     

because the nose is the number-one site where many bacteria live.                                                       
 

For sources of this information Google each question to read the full content . For  
more information regarding results of studies on disease transmission Google 
“Negatives of Therapy Dogs”.  One of the conclusions in most studies is that more 
research is needed to improve the safety and utilization of this important therapy. 

Therapy Dog 

Crystal - Former Rescue Dog  

Simon  & Friend - another joyful visit 

Madison - Always alert, calm and patient   

Ty - Close enough for 
hugs but not licking  
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President 

Pamela Peet 

 

Vice President 

Nancy Parker 

 

Secretary 

Sydni Talleri 

 

Treasurer 

Eileen Yurish 

 

Board Members 

Melanie Lowrance  

Mary Anne Reyman 

 

 

 

 Any comments,     

pictures,                  

suggestions, or     

input for  future 

newsletters?                     

Send them  to: 

 Jackie at  

redpath808@gmail.com  

Officers 

&     

board 

members 

Caaa 

2023 

 

mailto:trngptst@cox.net

