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In March, Federal officials issued new recommendations to nursing homes that are aimed at
making it easier for residents to visit, hug and hold hands with their loved ones after almost a
year of isolation.
CMS officials noted that the threat of COVID-19 infection hasn't evaporated. They encourage
facilities, residents and loved ones to conduct visits outside when possible and to keep family
members and their guests distanced from other residents and staff members or indoors unless
certain situations would prevent visitations.
So, we are not out of the woods yet and the elder care facilities are all in various stages of
readiness. Some may have all of their residents vaccinated while some may still be experiencing
outbreaks.
With all of that said, we hope to be able to plan a Fall outing, since we were unable to have our
annual event at the Pyle Center.
Finally, if you plan to continue your visits once facilities are ready,
we will need your current veterinarian health check up
form. We also need a current renewal form, even though the
2021 pet therapy fees were waived, the forms are still required. These forms are available on the CAAA website. Just click
on this link or cut/paste it into your browser:
https://www.caaainc.org/forms.html
Some facilities are slowly starting to open up and resume volunteer
activities, including pet therapy visits. With that said, we ask that
you follow CDC guidelines regarding visiting as well as any COVID19 Policies and Procedures that are in place with the agency in
which you visit. Further, if your facility is ready to resume visits,
please only visit if you are comfortable with the situation and the
policies that are in place. Everyone's health and safety is most
important.
We are requiring a signed COVID waiver before continuing visits.
This form along with directions for submittal of all forms has been
emailed to all members. Updates through email will be sent as more
information is available.
We hope everyone is well and we all look forward to getting back
to our pet therapy visits.

The CAAA Board and Pet Therapy Committee

Remember When....
Simon & Jodi
during one of their visits
in late 2019
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With visiting on “hold” for now, here is what a few of our
therapy teams have been doing.

A Social Pet
Therapy Program
THE COMPANION
ANIMAL
ASSOCIATION OF
ARIZONA, INC.
P.O. Box 5006
Scottsdale, AZ.
85261- 5006
Phone (602)
258-3306

http://www.caaainc.org

OUR MISSION
To enhance the quality
of lives of people by
promoting the
Human/Companion
Animal Bond and to
provide support when
the bond is broken.

“Sometimes my dog
winks at me. I always
wink back in case it’s
some kind of code. “

Gail Peterson - Crystal has been getting her exercise and is ready
to travel in anticipation of returning to therapy work.

What are your
therapy dogs doing to
fill their spare time
while visiting has been
on “hold”? We would
love to hear from you
also.Send your picures
and information to
Jackie at:
redpath808@gmail.com

~Unknown~
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Deb Zapusek - Porscha hiking
in Superior with relatives
from Tuscon.
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MacKenzie, a six year old four pound Chihuahua rescue
from Hilton, NY has been named the country's most heroic
canine at the 2020 American Humane Hero Dog Awards
Celebration. Her first step on the way to this national title
was winning top spot in her category, “Hero Shelter Dog of
the Year”, before moving on and winning the main event.
Sue Rogers, MacKenzie’s handler, says “On December 31,
2013, an amazing dog named MacKenzie (Kenz for short)
was born with a cleft palate. I got her when she was one
day old.” Sue runs The Mia Foundation and cares for not
just dogs but all kinds of animals with birth defects that
are unwanted and would otherwise be euthanized. “Kenz
was tube-fed from day one and survived several bouts of
aspiration pneumonia. At almost one year of age she had
her life-saving cleft palate surgery. She could eat and drink
on her own for the first time in her short life. I have never
seen such a will to live.”
Even when Kenz was sick Sue noticed that her tiny Chihuahua was always more concerned with the
other animals at the rescue. “Most of the rescued animals that come to the Mia Foundation are babies
and because of their serious medical conditions they cannot stay with their mothers. MacKenzie has
always taken an interest in each baby from the time they arrived, no matter the species or size and she
would start mothering them. She plays nurse and cleans, comforts, and cuddles them. She acts as their
mother while she also teaches them how to socialize and play. She has comforted countless puppies,
kittens, a baby goat, a turkey, a squirrel, birds, a mouse, and despite her tiny size, even a Great Dane.
MacKenzie uniquely represents a rescue hero because she went from being a rescue dog to helping
hundreds of other rescue animals.”
MacKenzie also has a second and just as important a hero role;
she visits and interacts with children at their schools in her
community where she raises awareness about animals with
disabilities. This helps them learn to accept physical differences
in not just animals but also people. Kenz is a prime example of
how kindness and patience can make a difference to others no
matter how small you are.
The Hero Dog Awards are sponsored by American Humane.
Since 1877’s the organization’s mission has been to ensure the
safety, welfare and well-being of animals. The President and
CEO, Dr. Robin Ganzert, explains that the “Hero Dog Awards
were created to honor some of our most extraordinary heroes
and the extraordinary acts of heroism performed by ordinary
dogs.” Winners in all seven categories and the top category of
Hero of the Year are chosen by a combination of public votes
and voting by a panel of animal advocates and celebrity judges.
The award presentations were televised nationally this past
October on cable TV. MacKenzie has now been able to add
another title to her already impressive resume - Celebrity.
(Continued on page 4)

Sue and MacKenzie with another
resident of the Mia Foundation
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There are several ways you
can help CAAA generate
financial contributions by
participating with our
Community Partners.
When shopping at Amazon
on line, use :
SMILE.AMAZON.COM
When you enroll your Fry’s
VIP card in their
Community Rewards
Program
Any real estate
transactions with Richard
Howell, North & Co. Real
Estate. Email:
richard@northandco.com
Making United Way
Agency Pledges using code:
Companion Animal Assoc
of Arizona
TIN-94-2908620
Intel encourages
employees to pursue their
passion to volunteer. The
Intel Foundation matches
the time they volunteer
with a cash grant through
the Intel Involved
Matching Grant Program.
CAAA is eligible to receive
these cash grants.
Sources for this article :
Cision News Wire - https://www.prnewswire.com
Spectrum News - https://spectrumlocalnews.com/
Westside News - https://westsidenewsny.com/
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A dog’s whiskers are like radar detectors
Found on the muzzle, above the eyes or below the jaws these
are technically known as vibrissae. These specialized hairs aid
vision and help a dog navigate his environment by providing
additional sensory input much like antennae on insects. They
don’t actually feel anything, they simply transmit information
to sensory cells when they detect objects or movement.
(Source: VCA Website )

A “Whiskered”
Cheyenne

The Australian Shepherd
An intelligent working dog with strong herding and guarding
instincts, these dogs make loyal companions. But did you know
that the breed is not actually from Australia; they are an
American breed.
(Source: AKC Website)

Australian Shepherd Lady

Dogs can sniff at the same time as breathing
As you know, dogs rely a lot on their sense of smell to find
food, potential dangers, and friends, so needless to say they
sniff a lot. Their noses are designed so smells can stay in
their nose while air can move in and out of their lungs at the
same time, which means they can breathe freely and still
work out what that smell is!
(Source: PDSA Peoples Dispensary for Sick Animals)

Sinders - is she sniffing or breathing?
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Maximus Mighty-Dog Mueller II is known as Mayor Max II in Idyllwild, California, the town which was the
first to elect a dog for mayor. He is the second and current Mayor of Idyllwild.
Mayoral elections started in Idyllwild in 2012 when the town held a fundraiser for the local animal rescue
non-profit organization, Idyllwild Animal Rescue Friends (ARF). As Idyllwild is an unincorporated town, it
has no local government so town residents held an election where people could run their pets as candidates
for mayor. You had to be a local resident to enter a dog or cat and people could vote with their dollars; $1 per
vote. Fourteen dogs and two cats ran, and Max, a Golden Retriever, was elected as its first mayor and took
office in 2013. Phyllis Mueller was his human companion, or owner as some residents say. “We promoted
the election as one you can actually buy, and we encouraged everyone to vote a lot. The election was a
success and raised $31,000” Mueller says.
Unfortunately the first Mayor Max died while in his second term. “My heart was broken and so was the
town’s,” Phyllis says. She felt it was important to find just the right successor and started a long search for
another Golden within the same blood line. She found one and Maximus Mighty Dog Mueller II arrived to
complete the remainder of the term but only after Idyllwild ARF approved his mayoral transition plan.
He may have been a young politician beginning his term at only 11 weeks old but his constituents loved and
trusted him so much that in March 2014 as the end of Max's term approached, ARF solicited the town's
interest in holding another election. The people overwhelmingly pled for Mayor Max's continuation in
perpetuity. So he was officially appointed Mayor for Life. Mayor Max II is actually now recognized by
the County of Riverside, California.

Phyllis answers her phone with the greeting, “Office of the mayor,” and calls herself his chief of staff. She
says “The Mayor’s duties include visiting with locals and out-of-town visitors, attending business grand
openings and other town functions, being in the town’s two annual parades, and promoting Idyllwild. He
also makes personal appearances, including in the town
square at schools, hospitals and nursing homes. He even
makes house calls to those in need”. Every weekend, and
some weekdays, you can find The Mayor in the back of his
pickup truck, wearing a tie and sometimes a hat, barking
greetings to his constituents.
His notoriety has spread the world over. He has appeared on
news programs, talk shows, advertisements, billboards, and
a game show in the interest of the town. He even has his own
website where any visitor to the town can request a meeting
with Mayor Max. Phyllis said he’s hard working “But being
mayor has gone to his head a little because at times while
driving through town he will insist on stopping and getting
an ice cream cone.”
As for a future administrative agenda, his Chief of Staff says
“The Mayor wants to help make the world a better place.” If
Idyllwild is an example, he is well on his way!
Sources for this article:
https://www.mayormax.com/
Wikipedia search “Mayor Max”
https://www.travelandleisure.com/
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Any comments,
pictures,
suggestions, or
input for future
newsletters?
Send them to:
Jackie at
redpath808@gmail.com

