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One of the many highlights was an interactive demonstration by Jean Burton from Desert Dog 

Obedience on how to train your dog to do basic tricks.  A trick or two can add an increased    

interest, lots of fun and many more smiles during a therapy team visit. It did all of those things 

at this meeting as Jean demonstrated with her two dogs, Fancy and Rudy.   

òTraining for tricks is funó said Jean, òYouõre not training for any event with standards and  

specific requirement so it doesnõt matter what tricks you teach your dog.  If they donõt like one 

and itõs not fun for them, just move on to another. The most important thing to remember is to 

break down the trick into small steps so your dog understands and stays interested.ó She added 

that although there are three basic methods, you should òUse whatever method or combination 

works for youó.  

Jean went on to explain and demonstrate those 

three methods.  The first was òluringó which       

includes using a treat. She  suggested that you 

think of the treat and your dogõs nose as being 

magnetized and use it to guide your dog to do 

what you want them to. The second method, 

òmodelingó includes physically helping your dog 

by putting them in the position you want them 

to be in.  For example, pushing down on their 

back end to teach them to sit.  òTargetingó, the 

third method Jean demonstrated, is teaching 

your dog to touch something, usually starting 

Board Members Jane Conrow,Sydni Talleri,         
Wendy Rubicam, Bella Panchmatia, George Murname, 
Nancy Parker, Pamela Peet, Mary Anne Reyman and 

Melanie Lowrance 

Breakfast treats  were provided by the 

CAAA Board of Directors and the 

tricks  by dog trainer Jean Burton at 

this yearõs Annual Event held in March 

at the Pyle Rec Center in Tempe. Prizes, 

awards, team milestone recognitions 

and a welcome to our new pet therapy 

teams added to the festivities making 

the morning a true celebration!  

Jean Burton with her dog Fancy demonstrating 
the òmodelingó  method of training. 
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The journey of life is 

sweeter when      

traveled with a dog -          
  Bridget          
        Willoughby  

with their nose ð a target. This behavior can lead into more advanced tricks like 

shutting a door or ringing a door bell.  

All through her presentation members were encouraged to bring their dogs     

forward and participate with Jean as she demonstrated these methods using 

Rudy and Fancy. There was lots of tails wagging and even more laughing as     

members and dogs were  spinning, dancing, weaving and even peek-a-booing to one 

another.  Jean showed everyone present that her opening statement, òtraining  

for tricks is funó, was certainly true. 

  Jeanõs Desert Dog Obedience is located in the      

Ahwatukee Foothills where  group as well as       

private instructions are available.  She can be 

reached through the website:    

   www.desertdobedience.com  

 

 

  

Jean using òmodelingó to teach 
Rudy to sit up  

Terri Bounty and Blake alsoòmodelingó  

Chris Murray getting Indioõs full 
attention  

Deborah Hall and Sierra 
òtargetingó 

http://www.caaainc.org/
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 There are several ways you can    
help CAAA generate financial    
contributions by participating    
with our Community  Partners.  

¶ When shopping at Amazon on 

line, use : 

SMILE.AMAZON.COM  

¶ When you enroll your Fryõs 

VIP card in their Community        

Rewards Program  

¶ Any real estate transactions 

with Richard Howell, North 

& Co. Real Estate. Email:  

rhowell30@mac.com 

¶ Making United Way Agency 

Pledges using code:         

Companion Animal               

 Association of Arizona       

     TIN -94-2908620              

¶ Intel encourages employees 

to pursue their passion to 

volunteer. The Intel        

Foundation matches the  

time they volunteer with a 

cash grant through the Intel 

Involved Matching Grant 

Program.  CAAA is eligible to 

receive these cash grants.  

 

òLuringó as Melanie Lowrance 
teaches Daisy to dance  

Bob Ridpath using 
òluringó  to teach 

Andy to dance and 
weave 

Joann Weschler   
and   Robby 
òtargetingó 

Terri Bounty and 
Blake                 

&                    
Ray Richotte and 

Julie   
òtargetingó 

http://www.myPHXrealestate.com
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Hope Bennettõs Cookie taking a training break Mary Beardsley òmodelingó Angle to roll over  

Cindy Rubicam and Buddy - sit up  Laurie Coleman & Gigi - sit down  
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Tom has been a member of CAAA and working with therapy dogs for 17 years.  In 

fact, when Tom joined, he went along with me on his Observation visit.     

Heõs been visiting Mi Casa Nursing Center in Mesa for most of that time, but he 

originally visited Banner Desert Hospital for several years.  

Tom has had 3 therapy dogs during this time; Jaspar, Boone (who have now passed) 

and now Lark. 

So, why did Tom decide to get into pet therapy work?  Well, that decision came  

after Tom endured some very serious health issues and knew first -hand what it 

was like to be alone in a hospital.  

So along came Tomõs first therapy dog- 

his beloved Jaspar and with Jasparõs 

wonderful disposition and love of people, 

he was perfect for pet therapy work!  

Then, after about 9 years, Jaspar 

started slowing down and Boone his 

other standard poodle took over the  

visits.  When Boone passed away, Tom 

wasnõt sure if he would continue pet 

therapy work but along came Lark.  Lark 

who is a Silver Standard Poodle and is 

pure love was clearly born to do pet 

therapy work, so because of Lark ð Tom 

HAD to continue the job that suited 

her!!!   

Tom does have another passion, JUDO 

and is also proud of his 2 sons, 10 grand-

children and 1 great -grandchild!  I hear 

he also tolerates his wife Tawniõs horses 

and is an amazing assistant to Tawni with her dog training workshops.    

Clearly, Tom is an incredible volunteer , husband and father and because of his 

dedication to CAAA over these past 17 years, we were happy to present Tom with 

our 2016 Volunteer of the Year award!  
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New Therapy Teams              
not pictured:         

Jane Conrow & Ty            

  

Alisa McCormick &  
Maizy  

 

New Team Mary Beardsley & Angel  New Team Laurie Coleman & Gigi 

New Team and 25+ visits                   
Cindy Rubicam & Buddy 31 visits  

New Team and 25+ visits                   
Hope Bennet & Cookie 38 visits  

Teams  not pictured 
with 25+ visits:  

Linnea Barnes & Beau 
who retired this year 

after 29 visits  

 

Larry Cooper &    
Dickens 27 visits  

 

Liz Stafford & Kiefer 
26 visits  
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Melanie Lowrance & Daisy 113 visits  

Deborah Zapusek & Cheyenne 115 visits  

Rick  Reed & Jake  52 visits                                        
Tom Palen & Lark 70 visits                                             

Ray Richotte & Blake 57 visits  
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Bob Ridpath & Andy  153 visits  

Not Pictured:  

Jennifer Reeese & Nitro who retired 
this year after 171 visits  

Joann Weschler & Robby 205 visits  

Honorable 
Mention    

goes to Ray 
Richotte & 

his Springer 
Spaniel Julie 
for 94 visits 

at          
Westchester 

in Tempe 
since 2012!   


